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Welcome at the Faculty of Biology! 
 
This guide will lead you through all the obligatory (and 
optional) steps in your exchange at the Faculty of Biology 
of the University of Göttingen. It will help you to find suit-
able courses at our faculty and to complete all recom-
mended formalities in time. General information about 
our university, our study system, the city etc. can be 
found on the website of Göttingen International. Göttin-
gen International and the Accommodation Service might 
consider other deadlines. 
 

Checklist – What to do 

Plan your Exchange  

 Apply at your university for a semester abroad 
and get nominated at the University of Göttin-
gen by your coordinator (Nomination Deadline: 
15.05.) 

 Inform yourself about courses and time sched-
ules to create a preliminary study plan  

 (Optional) Organise a Laboratory Project 

 Discuss your preliminary study plan with us via 
email (make sure that you fulfil all requirements) 

 Create your Learning Agreement and have it 
signed by you and your coordinator (Submission 
deadline: September 1st for winter semester and 
full year, March 1st for summer semester) 

 Send us your Learning Agreement via email and 
get it singed back from us 

Before your Arrival 

 Plan your arrival and departure in Göttingen 
(make sure to arrive early enough to participate 
in the welcome events for international stu-
dents) 

 Pay your semester fees 

 Arrange a personal appointment with us at the 
Faculty of Biology 

 (Optional) Apply for the Exchange Buddy Pro-
gramme or Study Buddy Programme 

 

 

Arrival in Göttingen 

 Participate in Welcome Events for international 
students 

 Attend the personal meeting with us to wel-
come you at the Faculty of Biology (at least one 
week before semester start) 

 Register for all courses on StudIP  

 (Optional) Register for language courses or 
courses offered by other faculties via FlexNow 
and StudIP by yourself 

 Please notify us promptly of any modifications to 
your course plans 

During your Exchange Semester 

 (Optional) Participate in social events for inter-
national students 

 (Optional) Do your favorite sport at Hochschul-
sport 

 Participate actively in all lectures and seminars  

 Study well for your exams! 

 Have fun, meet new people and enjoy your time 
in Göttingen  

After your Exchange Semester 

 Have your Certificate of Stay signed by us 

 (Optional) Lab project: send us your presence in 
lab form and remember your supervisor to send 
us the certificate of supervisor 

 (Optional) Send us your presence at seminar 
form, if you have participated at a seminar 

 Enjoy your last days in Göttingen and explore 
Germany 

At home 

 Download your Transcript of Records 

We wish you an exciting time in our won-
derful student city of Göttingen!

https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/574687.html
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1. General Information

1.1 The Academic Year in Göttingen 

The academic year is structured into two main se-
mesters: the winter semester (WiSe) from Octo-
ber 1st to March 31st, and the summer semester 
(SoSe) from April 1st to September 30th. Each se-
mester consists of two distinct periods: the lecture 
period and the lecture-free period. During the lec-
ture period, a comprehensive range of educa-
tional activities such as lectures, tutorials, labs, 

and exercises are meticulously organized. In addi-
tion to regular classes, practical courses that span 
several weeks, particularly our Bachelor modules 
in the winter semester, may also be offered during 
the lecture-free period. Written examinations are 
generally scheduled at the end of the lecture pe-
riod, typically in February or July. For precise de-
tails regarding the specific dates and deadlines for 
the current or upcoming semester, it is advisable 
to refer to the relevant resources available. 

Tab. 1: Overview of the academic year. 

 Winter semester Summer semester 

Start of lecture period Mid-October Mid-April (after Easter) 

End of lecture period Mid-February Mid-July 

First examination period Mid-end February Mid-end July 

Second examination period Mid-March – Mid-April End-September – Mid-October 

1.2 Language Requirements 

We offer biology courses in German and English. 
However, we highly recommend that students ac-
quire proficiency in the German language to fully 
immerse themselves and their daily lives and 
seamlessly integrate into the vibrant campus com-
munity. 

I. Bachelor courses (DE): Most Bachelor courses 
are conducted in German. We strongly advise 
students to possess German language skills 
at the level B2 (no formal proof required). 
Nonetheless, a limited selection of Bachelor 
courses is also offered in English.  

II. Key competence courses (EN): A few courses 
at the basic level are conducted in English. We 
recommend students to have English profi-
ciency at the level B2 (no formal proof re-
quired). Furthermore, all language courses 
can be taken as key competencies. 

III. Master courses (EN): The majority of our Mas-
ter courses are conducted in English. There-
fore, students are required to pro-vide an 
English language certificate of level C1. The 

language certificate must be submitted no 
later than with your Learning Agreement. 

IV. Laboratory project (EN/DE): Students per-
forming an individual laboratory project 
should possess proficiency in both German 
(level A1) and English (level B2) languages (no 
formal proof required). While English is com-
monly used for communication in the lab, we 
strongly recommend students to have some 
knowledge of German for daily life interac-
tions. 

https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/47743.html
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2. Plan your Exchange
 

2.1 Overview  
This chapter provides comprehensive guidance on 
the registration process for exchange students at 
the University of Göttingen, ensuring their ac-
ceptance into our program. It outlines the proce-
dures for constructing a personalized timetable  

 

and selecting suitable courses to enhance your ac-
ademic profile. Furthermore, it offers insights into 
the concept of Laboratory Projects and offers 
practical advice on organizing such projects. 
Lastly, it concludes by detailing the necessary 
steps to finalize the Learning Agreement

Tab. 2: Important dates and deadlines to plan your exchange. 

 Winter semester Summer semester 

Nomination Deadline May 15th  May 15th  

Study Plan July 15th  January 15th  

Learning Agreement September 1st  March 1st   

2.2 Online Registration at the University of 
Göttingen 
Once you have completed the application process 
at your home university, you need to be nomi-
nated at the Georg-August University of Göttingen 
until May 15th by your coordinator. Subsequently, 
you will receive further instructions between May 
16th and June 1st from Göttingen International, 
the coordinating body for applications across all 
faculties. Make sure to upload your Transcript of 
Records and language proficiency documents on 
the MoveOn Portal since it is essential for your ap-
plication. If you have been accepted by our faculty, 
you will receive a welcome e-mail containing all 
the essential information regarding the next steps 
and the organization of your exchange at the fac-
ulty of biology in Göttingen. Here you can find an 
overview of the application procedure for stu-
dents who want to study in Göttingen through the 
Global Exchange Programme. Take a look at the 
webpage of Göttingen International for infor-
mation on exchange studies regarding the Eras-
mus+ Programme Countries (KA 131) and SEMP.  

2.3 Study Plan 

Prepare a preliminary study plan outlining your 
preferred courses and the required language pro-
ficiency level for participation. You may enter your 
desired courses into the timetable provided in the 
welcome e-mail. It is important to ensure that you 
have uploaded your Transcript(s) of Records at 
the Incoming Mobility Portal MoveOn, which 

should include details of your previous academic 
studies, enabling us to verify your eligibility for the 
specific courses' prerequisites. 

2.3.1 How to choose Courses 
You can only participate in the courses that are 
available for exchange students. A list of Bachelor 
and Master modules open to exchange students 
can be found on our incoming webpage. 
 
Please note that exchange students cannot par-
ticipate in all modules of our different degree pro-
grammes, as we have capacity problems in some 
modules and therefore have to consider our own 
regular students first. However, as an exchange 
student you are not limited to courses from only 
one study programme as long as you meet the lan-
guage requirements.

https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/48917.html
https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/646821.html
https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/646821.html
https://uni-goettingen.de/de/677596.html
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Course Search Checklist: 
 check out the list of possible courses on our 

study abroad website 
 inform yourself about the content of the 

modules 
 create a time schedule of your proposed 

courses for the semester using EXA to avoid 
overlaps 

 check the examination dates (on EXA), so that 
you can estimate the duration of your stay  

 contact us as soon as possible to discuss your 
preliminary study plan by e-mail 

 do not fill in your LA with your study plan until 
we have confirmed it to you  

 fill in the Learning Agreement online and get 
it signed (must be signed by you, your faculty 
coordinator and us) before September 1st for 
winter semester and full year students and 
March 1st for summer semester students 

 
We expect each exchange student to have a se-
mester credits workload of 30 ECTS/CP, but you 
are free to create a suitable study plan. 
 
If you fail an exam, you will not receive the credits 
for this module. If you fail the first attempt, you 
have the opportunity to retake the exam. The re-
take date is usually four to eight weeks after the 
regular examination date (i.e. possibly not within 
the time you planned to stay in Göttingen as an 

exchange student). The dates for the second exam 
can also be found in EXA. 
 
2.3.1.2 Courses from the Faculty of Biology 
On our incoming website you can find a list of 
modules and courses of the Faculty of Biology 
where exchange students can participate.  

2.3.1.2.1 Bachelor Courses 
Bachelor students can only participate in modules 
of the Bachelor programmes. In exceptional cases, 
master courses can also be taken. Prerequisites for 
this are proven knowledge in the subject area and 
fulfilment of the necessary language require-
ments. At the Course selection website you can 
check the module overview of the Bachelor pro-
grammes and find out about the content of the in-
dividual courses (subject of the course, scope of 
lectures, seminars and practical courses, examina-
tion requirements, credits, workload etc.). This is 
important information for you, as you can check 
by yourself whether the course meets the require-
ments for recognition at your home university. 
Please note that most Bachelor courses are lec-
tured in German. We recommend German lan-
guage skills on level B2. If you have chosen 
courses from the bachelor programme that are 
taught in English (SK.Bio.xxx), you should have 
knowledge of the English language (recom-
mended level B2 but no proof needed). 

https://uni-goettingen.de/de/680628.html
https://ecampus.uni-goettingen.de/h1/pages/cm/exa/coursecatalog/showCourseCatalog.xhtml?_flowId=showCourseCatalog-flow&_flowExecutionKey=e1s1&noDBAction=y&init=y
https://www.uni-goettingen.de/de/450662.html
https://uni-goettingen.de/de/680628.html
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GOOD TO KNOW: Participation at courses taught in German 

If you choose a course that is taught entirely in German, please note that you will be treated as a 
normal student without any special arrangements. We assume that your knowledge of German is 
sufficient to follow the lectures and understand the written exam at the end. You may ask for special 
arrangements in the exam, e.g. if it is possible to give the answers in English, but you will not get an 
English exam. Please get in contact with the lecturer directly.

2.3.1.2.2 Master Courses 
Master´s students can participate in the Bache-
lor´s modules (German and English) and have ac-
cess to the Master´s modules listed on the ex-
change students list. Course selection in the mas-
ter´s programs is restricted due to limited spots in 
the practical courses. If there are still places avail-
able in the modules with practical courses, we will 
be happy to offer you these places. However, we 
only find out about free spots shortly before the 
start of the semester. Information about the 
course and the scope of lectures, seminars and ex-
amination requirements can be found in the mod-
ule overviews. 

This information may be important to you as you 
can check for yourself whether the course(s) 
meet(s) the requirements for recognition at your 
home university. Since the Master´s courses are 
taught in English, we require a C1 English language 
certificate. 
 

2.3.1.3 Courses at the ZESS 
In addition to the courses offered by the Faculty of 
Biology, you can participate in other courses, in-
cluding key skills and language courses. Please 

take a look at the website of the Centre for Ap-
plied Linguistics and Special Languages (ZESS). 
They offer a wide range of language courses cov-
ering various proficiency levels, as well as courses 
in methodological skills, leadership competencies, 
and media literacy. Since we do not organize these 
courses, we cannot give any advice/recommenda-
tion or provide support. You also have to take care 
of your own registration for these courses. 

2.3.1.4 Courses from the Key Competency Cata-
logue 
Furthermore, you have the opportunity to take 
courses in key competencies. These courses are 
offered by other faculties and can be taken by stu-

dents from different fields of study. On this 
webpage, you will find the module handbook 
providing an overview of the interdisciplinary key 
competency modules offered across various disci-
plines, as well as the offerings from central facili-
ties at the University of Göttingen. Please note 
that you will need to independently organize 
these courses, as we may not always be able to 
assist you if the courses are not held within our 
faculty. 

 
 

YOU WANT TO LEARN GERMAN OR IMPROVE YOUR KNOWLEDGE? 

The lectorate German as a foreign language offers a range of German language classes tailored to 
international students at all proficiency levels. Prior to your arrival in Göttingen, we strongly encour-
age you to visit their website to explore the available options. To enrol in a German language course, 
you will need to take an electronic placement test, allowing you to assess your current language 
level. Following the assessment, you can proceed to register for a course through StudIP, our online 
platform for course management. Please note that it is your responsibility to make the necessary 
arrangements and organize your participation in these courses. 

➔ German as foreign language (SK.DAF:xxx): 
German as a foreign language 
German courses during studies

https://uni-goettingen.de/de/680628.html
https://uni-goettingen.de/de/680628.html
https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/423445.html
https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/196175.html
https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/7710.html
https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/german+courses+during+studies+/114195.html
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2.3.2 Laboratory Project 
At our faculty, it is possible to perform a labora-
tory project in one of the following working 
groups: 
 

• Faculty of biology and psychology 

• MPI for Multidisciplinary Sciences 

• German Primate Centre 

• European Neuroscience Institute Göttingen 

• Göttinger Centre for Molecular Bioscience 
(GZMB) 

• Junior Research Groups at the University 
Medical Centre Göttingen 

• Centre of Biodiversity and Sustainable Land 
Use 

• German Centre for Neurodegenerative Dis-
eases 

2.3.2.1 What is a Lab Project? 
A lab project usually requires full-time work and 
includes a written report at the end. Please note 
that you should not work more than 9 h/day, as 
more than 45 h/week will not be recognised. Such 
a lab project is credited with 30 hours = 1 ECTS. 
The lab project must last at least 8 weeks, you can 
do it during the lecture period and/or during the 
lecture-free period as long as you do not exceed 
the semester times. This means, you cannot start 
a lab project in February if you join us in summer 
semester, as the SoSe starts in April. Otherwise, 
you will have to pay the semester fee for two se-
mesters.  

2.3.2.2 How to get a Lab Project? 

To undertake a laboratory project, it is essential to 
independently secure a position in your preferred 
lab in advance. We recommend contacting the 
head of the department or workgroup you are in-
terested in via e-mail after being accepted at out 
faculty as an exchange student. Please include the 
desired duration of the lab project and attach a 
concise CV that highlights your laboratory experi-
ence. Keep in mind that longer durations may in-
crease your chances of acceptance. However, 
please be aware that the time allocated to other 
modules may be reduced if you intend to concur-
rently do a lab project. 
 
It is crucial that the head of the group where you 
plan to conduct your lab project sends us a brief 
informal confirmation via e-mail (erasbio@biolo-
gie.uni-goettingen.de). Without this confirmation 
your learning agreement will not be accepted. 
Therefore, kindly remember to inquire and remind 
your supervisor to send this confirmation. 
 

2.3.2.3 How to get Credits for the Lab Project? 
If you have completed a lab project, you must pro-
vide us with your completed "Laboratory Attend-
ance" form and a certificate from your supervi-
sor. Your supervisor should send both documents 
to erasbio@biologie.uni-goettingen.de. It should 
include:  
 Your name 
 The period of time you were in the lab (exclud-

ing vacation periods) 
 The weekly workload (h/week) [1 h = 60 min] 
 The title of the project 
 A grade for your report 

We will calculate the credits for the lab project. 
Note that you cannot earn more than 1.5 ECTS per 
week (= 45 h/week). Please ensure that you pro-
vide us with the name of your supervisor in ad-
vance so that we can contact them if any certifi-
cates are missing.  

https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/54579.html
https://www.mpinat.mpg.de/en
https://www.dpz.eu/de/startseite.html
https://www.eni.gwdg.de/
https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/115976.html
https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/115976.html
https://www.umg.eu/en/research/projects-programs/junior-research-groups/
https://www.umg.eu/en/research/projects-programs/junior-research-groups/
https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/524600.html
https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/524600.html
https://www.dzne.de/en/about-us/sites/goettingen/
https://www.dzne.de/en/about-us/sites/goettingen/
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2.3.3. Using the University Calendar (EXA) 

The course listings for the winter semester (WiSe) 
are typically published around July, while the 
courses for the summer semester (SoSe) are usu-
ally available from around January (although vari-
ation may occur). If you cannot find sufficient in-
formation at the moment, we recommend refer-
ring to the previous winter or summer semester 
for initial orientation. Generally, there are only mi-
nor changes, particularly within the Faculty of Bi-
ology. You can access a video guide on how to use 
EXA, as well as a Pdf document providing an over-
view of the course catalogue and event search. 
 
When you open EXA, the first step is to select the 
desired semester to explore the modules availa-
ble for your specific semester of study. Then, scroll 
down until you find the "Faculty of Biology and 
Psychology" tab. By clicking on the blue arrow, 
you will be directed to the "Biology" section. The 
modules are organized according to study pro-
grams. Within each degree program, you will find 
additional subcategories such as specialized stud-
ies or professionalization areas, based on the 
grouping within the degree program. Simply navi-
gate through the subcategories until you locate 
the desired module.  

Fig. 1: How to select the specific semester in EXA 
 
At the module level, which is identified by the 
module number and name (e.g., B.Bio.112 "Bio-
chemistry"), you can access all the events associ-
ated with that particular module, such as lectures, 
seminars, and practical courses. The basic data 
section provides information about the credit 
value assigned to the module and the type of ex-
amination required.  
 

Fig. 2: How to navigate through EXA to find a spe-
cific course 

https://www.uni-goettingen.de/de/video%3a+exa+for+timetabling/664391.html
https://immatrikulation.zvw.uni-goettingen.de/Anleitung_Vorlesungsverzeichnis_Veranstaltungssuche_en.pdf
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Fig. 3: Where to find Information about the cours. 
 
Under the Appointment group/Appointments sec-
tion, you can view the specific day, time, and lo-
cation of the module's classes. The examination 
date is also listed here. Typically, the first exam is 
scheduled immediately after the conclusion of the 
lecture period, while the second examination op-
portunity is held shortly before the start of the 
next semester's lecture period. 
 
Please note that there is currently no dedicated 
tab for courses designed specifically for exchange  

 
 
students. However, master's courses are always 
conducted in English. To locate English-language 
bachelor modules, it is recommended to navigate 
to the Bachelor's Programme in Biology, then se-
lect the Professionalization Area (“Professional-
isierungsbereich”) and proceed to the Free Profile 
Formation (“Freie Profilbildung”) section. At the 
end of the list, you will find all the courses offered 
in English. Alternatively, you can also use the 
search function to find relevant courses. Take a 
look at the guide for further information.

 
Here ist the original link to EXA: https://ecampus.uni-goettingen.de/h1/pages/cm/exa/coursecatalog/show-
CourseCatalog.xhtml?_flowId=showCourseCatalog-flow&_flowExecutionKey=e1s1&noDBAction=y&init=y 

https://immatrikulation.zvw.uni-goettingen.de/Anleitung_Vorlesungsverzeichnis_Veranstaltungssuche_en.pdf
file:///C:/Users/zoellner5/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/O31VJF5G/Here%20ist%20the%20original%20link%20to%20EXA:%20https:/ecampus.uni-goettingen.de/h1/pages/cm/exa/coursecatalog/showCourseCatalog.xhtml
file:///C:/Users/zoellner5/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/O31VJF5G/Here%20ist%20the%20original%20link%20to%20EXA:%20https:/ecampus.uni-goettingen.de/h1/pages/cm/exa/coursecatalog/showCourseCatalog.xhtml
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2.4 Finalize your Study Plan 

After you have identified the modules you are in-
terested in in the module overview, and you have 
created your study plan without any overlaps of 
the chosen modules, contact us by e-mail 
(erasbio@biologie.uni-goettingen.de) to inform 
us about your plans until the 15th of July (summer 
term) or 15th of January (winter term/full year). 
We will confirm your timetable or will make fur-
ther suggestions if necessary. If not already up-
loaded during the application process in MoveOn; 
please send us your Transcript of Records of your 
current studies, as we need to know what 
knowledge you already have. 
 
IMPORTANT! Please do not send us your LA be-
fore you have received a confirmation from us, 
which courses you are finally allowed to take! Oth-
erwise, we will reject your LA. You and the coordi-
nator at your home university must sign the final 
learning agreement. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.5 Learning Agreement 
After we have confirmed your study plan, you can 
create your Learning Agreement (LA). Erasmus+ 
students (Europe) use the online Learning Agree-
ment (OLA) of their home university. Other ex-
change students will receive the LA from their pro-
gramme or can find it here. It must be signed by 
you and your home coordinator (or another re-
sponsible person) before you submit it. E-mail 
(erasbio@biologie.uni-goettingen.de) the signed 
version to, we will sign it and send it back to you. 

The latest deadline to submit your LA with both 
signatures is the 1st of September (for winter 
term or full academic year students) or the 1st of 
March (for summer term students).

GOOD TO KNOW: Which information must be provided for each module? 

a. Module number (e.g. B.Bio.104) 
b. Module name (e.g. "Grundpraktikum Zoologie") 
c. ECTS (e.g. 6 ECTS) → find the information in the course list 
d. If your chosen module contains a practical course, you must give us the group you want to 

participate (e.g. Monday afternoon) → find the information in EXA 

mailto:erasbio@biologie.uni-goettingen.de
https://www.learning-agreement.eu/
mailto:erasbio@biologie.uni-goettingen.de
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3. Before your Arrival
 

3.1 Plan your Arrival and Departure in Göt-
tingen 
When arranging your arrival and departure from 
Göttingen, we strongly recommend arriving be-
fore the introduction event for international stu-
dents. This timeframe allows you to acquaint your-
self with Göttingen, participate in the orientation 
events for international students organized by our 
International Office, and meet with us to discuss 
your study plan. You should stay an additional 
three weeks after the conclusion of the lecture 
period in order to accommodate exam schedules. 
While the exact exam dates may not be finalized 
when planning your stay abroad, you can refer to 
the previous semester's dates for a general idea.  

3.2 Matriculation process at the University 
of Göttingen 
Once your home coordinator has nominated you 
for the University of Göttingen, you will receive an 
email from Göttingen International (GI) containing 
crucial information about the matriculation pro-
cess and payment of your semester fees. We 
would like to kindly remind you to regularly check 
your email and follow the instructions provided by 
GI. The most important step in this process is to 
make your semester fee payment promptly, as GI 
can only complete your matriculation once the 
university has confirmed the receipt of your pay-
ment. It is equally important to arrange health in-
surance coverage in Germany immediately upon  

 

 

your nomination at the University of Göttingen, as 
having health insurance is a mandatory require-
ment for all students in Germany. After success-
fully providing evidence of your payment and in-
surance, you will be granted access to your IT and 
email accounts. 

3.3 Appointment with the exchange coordi-
nator at the Faculty of Biology 
When you arrive in Göttingen, we would like to 
welcome and meet you at our faculty to prepare 
your semester here and answer your questions. 
Therefore, please contact us via e-mail 
(erasbio@biologie.uni-goettingen.de) so that we 
can make an appointment with you to go over 
your study plan, help you get orientated in Göttin-
gen and find the different places you need to go.  
 
Please arrange a meeting in the beginning of April 
(for the summer semester exchange) or in the be-
ginning of October (for the winter semester and 
full year exchange).  
 

3.4 Exchange Study Programme and Study 

Buddy Programme 
The University of Göttingen offers the exchange 
buddy programme. If you're a student planning to 
arrive in Göttingen and would appreciate being 
greeted at the train station, the University offers 
an exchange buddy service to assist you. To take 
advantage of this service, complete the applica-
tion form and submit it at least 4 weeks prior to 
your arrival. To apply, please visit the Exchange 
Buddy Service Website. 

If you would appreciate assistance and support 
during your orientation period and stay, the 
study buddy programme of the University of Göt-
tingen might be of interest for you. The program 
pairs German and international students from the 
same field of study, who work together as study 
buddies to provide mutual support in navigating 
university life and beyond. To apply for the pro-
gram, please visit the Study Buddy Programme 
Website.

https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/196392.html
https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/196392.html
mailto:erasbio@biologie.uni-goettingen.de
https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/604286.html
https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/604286.html
https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/112395.html
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4. Arrival in Göttingen
4.1 Personal Appointment at the Faculty of 
Biology 
Upon your arrival in Göttingen, we warmly wel-
come you and invite you to visit our faculty for a 
comprehensive orientation session, ensuring a 
smooth semester ahead. Our goal is to assist you 
in the course enrolment process and help you be-
come acquainted with essential IT services. Since 
you cannot independently register for courses at 
our faculty, it is essential for us to meet after your 
arrival. During our meeting, we will guide you 
through the registration process for all your 
courses, including the first exam. For modules 
with practical courses in the Bachelor program, we 
will need to know your preferred day of attend-
ance. Ideally, you have already scheduled an ap-
pointment with us. Your meeting will be with Dr. 
Anke Schürer, the program coordinator at the In-
ternational Office of Biology.  

During the session, please bring along your pre-
pared time schedule for your studies and your 
Learning Agreement (LA). Furthermore, we will be 
happy to assist you by signing your arrival docu-
ments; hence, kindly remember to bring the cer-
tificate of arrival issued by your home university. 
It is important to note that we will need to sign this 
form once again before your departure. 

 

4.2 University Account 
Göttingen University provides a comprehensive 
selection of electronic IT services that are essential 
for your academic journey. You will receive de-
tailed information regarding these services during 
the welcome events organized by Göttingen Inter-
national specifically for Exchange/International 
students. In the event that you encounter any dif-
ficulties while using these services, you can reach 
out to the Helpdesk located in the ZHG (Central 
Lecture Hall Building). They will be able to provide 
support and guidance to address your technical 
concerns.  

Upon receiving your university account, you will 
gain access to various resources, including: 

1. Wi-Fi Access (eduroam): With your university 
account, you can connect to the eduroam net-
work, granting you internet access throughout 
the campus. 

2. Printers: You will have access to printers avail-
able for use across the university. These print-
ers enable you to conveniently print academic 
materials as needed. 

3. CIP-Pool: The university provides computer 
workstations in the CIP-Pool, which you can 
utilize for your academic requirements. These 
computers are equipped with necessary soft-
ware and resources to support your studies. 

To ensure a clear understanding of the most im-
portant IT services available, we have outlined 
their key features and functionalities below. 
Please note that these services are designed to en-
hance your learning experience and facilitate your 
integration into the university community.

https://sos.stud.uni-goettingen.de/
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4.3 E-Campus 
E-campus serves as the centralized platform for a 
range of online services provided by Göttingen 
University. These services include, but are not lim-
ited to, FlexNow, your personal e-mail account, 
EXA, and StudIP. Upon commencing your studies 
at Göttingen, you will be issued a personal account 
and password. Your personal account will grant 
you access to the full suite of IT services offered by 
the university.  
 

4.3.1 FlexNow 
FlexNow is a vital platform that facilitates various 
administrative tasks, enrolment for your module 
courses, exam registration and deregistration, ac-
cessing your examination results and issuing your 
Transcript of Records (ToR). At the Faculty of Biol-
ogy, you will be registered for practical courses by 
us. Once the exams have been assessed and up-
loaded by the respective lecturers, you can con-
veniently access your exam grades on FlexNow. To 
ensure the accuracy and completeness of your 
Transcript of Records, it is crucial that you are 
properly registered for the modules you are at-
tending and actively participate in the correspond-
ing exams. This transcript serves as an official rec-
ord of your academic achievements and progress. 
 

4.3.2 EXA – The University Calendar 
EXA functions as the official course catalogue for 
the University of Göttingen. Within EXA, you will 
find comprehensive and detailed information 
about all courses and modules offered by the uni-
versity. This includes essential details such as lec-
ture schedules, practical course information, ex-
amination dates, locations and the names of re-
sponsible lecturers. By referring to EXA, you will 
have access to important information necessary 
for planning your academic journey. This compre-
hensive resource allows you to stay updated on 
course offerings, module requirements, and other 
vital details related to your studies. 
 

4.3.3 StudIP 
StudIP is an online platform that serves as a cen-
tralized hub for course management and commu-
nication between students and instructors. It of-
fers a wide range of features, including access to 
course materials, announcements, discussion fo-
rums, and more. One of the key functionalities of 
StudIP is the course registration system. Through 

StudIP, you can easily register for various types of 
courses, including lectures, practical courses, sem-
inars, and excursions. Additionally, instructors uti-
lize StudIP to communicate with all enrolled stu-
dents, share documents, and exchange other rele-
vant data related to the course. Once you log in to 
StudIP, you can utilize the "search for courses" 
function. Simply enter the name or number of the 
desired course, and the relevant information will 
be displayed on your screen. It is important to 
note that while StudIP facilitates course registra-
tion and provides various course-related function-
alities, the registration for exams must be done 
separately through the FlexNow system.  
 

4.3.4 E-mail Account 
As a student at the University of Göttingen, you 
will be assigned your own university e-mail ac-
count. This account serves as an official commu-
nication channel through which you can connect 
with the university, your professors, and adminis-
trative staff. Your university e-mail account ena-
bles efficient and reliable communication for im-
portant matters related to your studies. You can 
use this account to receive official announce-
ments, notifications, updates on academic events, 
and other essential information from the univer-
sity. It is recommended to regularly check your 
university e-mail account to stay informed about 
important university-related matters and to en-
sure timely responses to any inquiries or requests. 
 

4.4 Enrolment in Courses 

4.4.1 Register for Courses at the Faculty of Biol-
ogy 
To ensure your participation in practical courses or 
seminars, it is mandatory that you register for 
them in StudIP. Additionally, you must also regis-
ter for the corresponding exams in FlexNow. 
Please note that only registered students will be 
allowed to participate in exams or lab sessions. 
FlexNow is the designated system at the Univer-
sity of Göttingen for exam registrations, and you 
will receive your access credentials during the 
Welcome events for new international students. 
It is essential to keep this information safe, as you 
will also require it for obtaining your Transcript of 
Records at the end of your academic term. Please 
be aware that credits (ECTS) for a particular mod-
ule will only be awarded if you successfully pass 
the exam.  

https://ecampus.uni-goettingen.de/h1/pages/cs/sys/portal/hisinoneStartPage.faces?page=0
https://flexnow2.uni-goettingen.de/FN2AUTH/login.jsp
https://ecampus.uni-goettingen.de/h1/pages/cm/exa/coursecatalog/showCourseCatalog.xhtml?_flowId=showCourseCatalog-flow&_flowExecutionKey=e1s1
https://studip.uni-goettingen.de/
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4.4.2 Register for Courses from other Faculties 
For language courses, courses offered by the Cen-
tre for Applied Linguistics and Special Languages 
(ZESS), courses from the inter-faculty key compe-
tence catalogue, and modules from other facul-
ties, it is your responsibility to handle the registra-
tion process in FlexNow and/or StudIP. We recom-
mend reaching out to the respective course in-
structors or lecturers to inquire about the specific 
registration procedure. 

4.4.3 Deregister from Exams 
If, for any reason, you are unable to attend the 
exam for which we have registered you, it will be 
considered a failure on your part. In such cases, it 
is crucial that you unregister from the exam at 
least 24 hours before the scheduled exam date. 
Subsequently, you will need to register yourself 
for the second exam date. This can be done start-
ing from one day after the first exam took place 
until 7 days before the second exam. When plan-
ning your departure, please consider that the sec-
ond exam typically takes place approximately four 
to eight weeks after the first one. 

4.5 Welcome Events 

4.5.1 Welcome Events for new International 
Students 
Each semester, the University of Göttingen organ-
izes an introduction day exclusively for interna-
tional students, which occurs during the week 
preceding the start of classes. We kindly request 
you to mark this important event in your calendar 
as it serves as a valuable opportunity to familiarize 
yourself with the University and the vibrant city 
of Göttingen. During this event, a dedicated team 
of student tutors will accompany you on a com-
prehensive campus tour, highlighting key loca-
tions such as faculties and recreational facilities. 
Additionally, various activities including a pub 

night and more will be organized for your enjoy-
ment. 

Moreover, this event provides essential infor-
mation on topics such as accident and liability in-
surance, opening a bank account, and the process 
of registering as a resident with the city.  

4.5.2 Biology Orientation Week 
You have the opportunity to participate in the bi-
ology orientation week, which is organized for 
both first-year students (conducted in German) 
and master students (conducted in English) during 
the winter semester. This joyful event takes place 
the week prior to the commencement of the lec-
ture period and serves as an excellent platform for 
networking with fellow German biology students 
and making new connections. If you are interested 
in attending, we encourage you to visit the desig-
nated webpage and get in touch with the 
Fachgruppe (student organization) for further de-
tails and registration.  

 

GOOD TO KNOW: Get a bike for easy access to campus 

Keep in mind that the University of Göttingen is an old university, which means that we are not 
a campus university. The different lectures take place all over the city. You will have to move 
between different locations several times a day. Therefore, it is wise to have a bicycle, because 
you can reach almost every place in Göttingen within a 15-minute bike ride. You can either buy 
a bike in Göttingen or rent one. For more information, please take a look here, where you will 
find all the information you need regarding bikes, including cycling rules. To rent a bike, take a 
look at the website of Swapfiets.  

 

https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/423445.html
https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/196392.html
https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/86146.html
https://fgbio.uni-goettingen.de/
https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/440515.html
https://swapfiets.de/gottingen
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5. During your Exchange
5.1 Social Events for International Students 
In addition to your academic pursuits, we encour-
age you to take advantage of the opportunity to 
immerse yourself in German culture and gain a 
deeper understanding of Germany. Consider en-
rolling in a German language course to enhance 
your linguistic skills. Engaging with the local com-
munity and speaking German instead of relying 
solely on English can provide a more comprehen-
sive experience during your exchange semester. 

Göttingen International organizes a variety of ac-
tivities to enhance your cultural experience such 
as excursions in and around Göttingen, the STUBE 
study support programme, as well as opportuni-
ties for language exchange events where Germans 
and exchange students can meet and practice lan-
guages like Italian, Spanish, French, and more. 
Additionally, there are English-language films and 
workshops available to improve your English pro-
ficiency. Each semester, several excursions and 
events are organized, ranging from visits to Ger-
man cities or breweries to outings to the opera in 
Hannover or German Christmas markets. As these 
activities are highly sought after, we recommend 
signing up early to secure your spot. 

The Foyer International also hosts various events 
that bring students from different nationalities to-
gether. You might consider participating in a 

theatre or art workshop or exploring your interest 
in gardening. With a wide range of offerings, there 
is something for everyone to make your semester 
at Göttingen University more vibrant, enjoyable, 
and thrilling. 

5.2 Hochschulsport – The University Sports 
Programme 
Are you looking for a break from research and 
studying, wanting to push yourself physically, or 
simply trying something new? Then you're in the 
right place with the Hochschulsport, the sports 
program of the university. University Sports offers 
a wide range of sports activities in attractive facil-
ities. In addition to a climbing centre and a fitness 
studio, the spacious outdoor areas are perfect for 
active leisure time. With a membership, you can 
book both open practice times and paid courses 
that take place regularly throughout the semester. 
You can find information and programme offer-
ings on the University Sports website. 

5.3 BioBlog 
On the BioBlog website, the Study Office provides 
you with up-to-date information on the Bachelor's 
and Master's programmes in Biology. These pages 
are designed to keep you informed about lectures 
and events, important semester dates, internship 
and job opportunities, and much more related to 
Biology and the Faculty of Biology.

https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/165133.html
https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/165133.html
https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/414659.html
https://www.ked-niedersachsen.de/02_arbeitsbereiche/02-04_stube
https://www.ked-niedersachsen.de/02_arbeitsbereiche/02-04_stube
https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/2554.html
https://store.sport.uni-goettingen.de/dashboard
https://bioblog.uni-goettingen.de/
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6. Before you leave
Your home university may require two documents after your stay abroad in Göttingen: The Certificate of 
Stay and your Transcript of Records. Without these two documents, you will probably not be able to receive 
credits for the courses you attended in Göttingen at your home university.
 

6.1 Certificate of Stay 
Please bring the appropriate form for the Certifi-
cate of Stay from your home university either to 
Ms. Xiaoting He at Göttingen International or 
make an appointment with us at the Faculty of Bi-
ology via e-mail. Please note that this form is 
proof of your stay here in Göttingen. Usually, the 
form has to be signed immediately after your arri-
val and shortly before your departure. 
 

6.2 Presence at Seminar Form 
If you are attending a module that includes a sem-
inar, it is necessary to utilize the “Presence at 
Seminar Form” to provide evidence of your at-
tendance. Prior to the commencement of the se-
mester, we will supply you with the required form.  

 

Kindly request your lecturer to sign the form after 
each seminar and your presentation. To success-
fully complete the module, you must submit the 
form to the International Office of the Faculty of 
Biology at the conclusion of your semester. Please 
be aware that a maximum of two absences are al-
lowed. 

6.3 Laboratory Project Formalities 
If you have completed a lab project, please re-
member to provide us with your completed "La-
boratory Attendance" form and a certificate from 
your supervisor. Both documents should be sent 
to us by e-mail (erasbio@biologie.uni-goettin-
gen.de) by your supervisor including your name, 
the period of time you were in the lab, the weekly 
workload (h/week), the project title and a grade. 

  

mailto:erasbio@biologie.uni-goettingen.de
mailto:erasbio@biologie.uni-goettingen.de
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7. At home
 

7.1 Download Transcript of Records 
You need to print out a Transcript of Records 
(ToR) of your grades in FlexNow. Therefore, make 
sure that you are registered for all exams you at-
tend as well as for all courses e. g. of ZESS or other 
faculties. About two to six weeks after the exam, 
the lecturer will upload your grades and you will 
be able to see them in FlexNow, even if you are 
already back home.  
 
Once all your grades are uploaded, you can follow 
the next steps to create your valid ToR: 
 
1. Log in to FlexNow. You can do so until one year 

after your stay at the University of Göttingen. 
Then your FlexNow login credentials will ex-
pire. You can change the language of FlexNow 
to English at the bottom on the right. 

2. Go to "Summary of achievements" in the 
menu on the left side. 

3. Under "Course of Studies" you will see all the 
study programmes in which you are enrolled. 
You can check or uncheck each degree pro-
gramme if it is not required for that particular 
transcript. 

4. Two types ("report format") of transcripts 
might be of interest to you: 

a. “1) Standard (only passed achieve-
ments)": only those courses that you have 
successfully passed will be displayed. We 
recommend this format to show to your 
university. 

b. “2) All achievements": all achievements 
you have taken or for which you were reg-
istered at the University of Göttingen will 
be displayed. If you failed an exam or if 
you have taken a placement test, it will be 
displayed. We recommend that you also 
create a transcript with all achievements 
for your own records.

 

5. You can change the "Language" of your tran-
script to English. Then the transcript will be 
created in English. 

6. Press "Create" and your transcript will appear 
under "Existing data sheets". To print or save 
any of the files, you must download the appro-
priate file. 

If you have made a mistake, remember that you 
can create as many transcripts as you need. 
Please do not forget to switch the language each 
time, as it is set to German by default. If you need 
a module description of a module you have taken 
for recognition at your home university, please do 
not hesitate to contact us. We will be happy to 
provide it to you in English.  
 

Fig. 4: How to create your Transcript of Records in 
FlexNow.
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7.2 Master and PhD Programmes  
We hope you enjoyed your time in Göttingen and 
at the Faculty of Biology and Psychology, and that 
you have had wonderful experiences, made new 
friendships, and created cherished memories to 
take home with you. Perhaps you may be inter-
ested in returning to Göttingen for a master’s or 
PhD program. Feel free to visit this website to see 
if there is a suitable programme for you. We look 
forward to welcoming you back to Göttingen! 

7.2.1 Master Programmes 

• M.Sc. Computational Biology and Bioinformatics 

• M.Sc. Molecular Life Sciences: Microbiology, Bi-
otechnology and Biochemistry 

• M.Sc. Developmental, Neural, and Behavioral Bi-
ology 

• M.Sc. Biodiversity, Ecology and Evolution 

• M.Sc./Master of International Nature Conserva-
tion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7.2.2 PhD Programmes 

• Basic Doctoral Programme of the Faculty 

• Behavior and Cognition (Ph.D.) 

• Biological Diversity and Ecology (Ph.D./doctoral 
studies) 

• Göttingen Graduate Center for Neurosciences, 
Biophysics, and Molecular Biosciences 

• M.Sc./Ph.D. Molecular Biology (IMPRS) 

• M.Sc./Ph.D. Neurosciences (IMPRS)

 

Contacts and Information

Exchange Programmes in Biology and Learning Agreement 
Dr. Anke Schürer (she/her) 
Office of Studies - Faculty of Biology 
Wilhelm-Weber-Str. 2, D-37073 Göttingen 
erasbio@biologie.uni-goettingen.de  
Incoming Webpage: https://uni-goettingen.de/de/677596.html 

Application, Exchange Buddy Service 
Xiaoting He (she/her) 
International Office – Incoming Service 
Von-Siebold-Str. 2, D-37075 Göttingen 
xiaoting.he@zvw.uni-goettingen.de 
Göttingen International Webpage: https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/574687.html  

Housing and Accommodation 
International Office – Accommodation Service of the Welcome Centre 
http://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/364086.html 

https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/16918.html
https://uni-goettingen.de/en/653246.html
https://uni-goettingen.de/en/35341.html
https://uni-goettingen.de/en/35341.html
https://uni-goettingen.de/en/38560.html
https://uni-goettingen.de/en/38560.html
https://uni-goettingen.de/en/123968.html
https://uni-goettingen.de/en/661069.html
https://uni-goettingen.de/en/661069.html
https://www.uni-goettingen.de/de/415855.html
https://uni-goettingen.de/en/217295.html
https://uni-goettingen.de/en/37268.html
https://uni-goettingen.de/en/37268.html
https://uni-goettingen.de/en/56640.html
https://uni-goettingen.de/en/56640.html
https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/663690.html
https://uni-goettingen.de/en/663688.html
mailto:erasbio@biologie.uni-goettingen.de
https://uni-goettingen.de/de/677596.html
mailto:xiaoting.he@zvw.uni-goettingen.de
https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/574687.html
http://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/364086.html

